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Editorial

From the Editor

I’d like to invite you all to join me in welcoming Conaplin Journal in its premier publication.
It publishes research on language and language-related problems that have relevance to real-
world phenomena. Within this framework, the journal welcomes contributions in such areas of
current probing as first and second language teaching and learning, language in education,
language planning, language testing, curriculum design and development, multilingualism and
multilingual education, discourse analysis, and translation. This publication therefore invites
research reports, debates and/or deliberations on a wide range of issues related to language
and language use as well as how language is acquired and learnt at such different settings as
classrooms and interactions within a language community.

To us, Indonesians, within the context of a multilingual setting, applied linguistic issues are
very dear in our everyday life in this country. Our founding fathers have successfully
established a country of diverse cultures and they have taught us how to live productively and
in harmony within the multicultural and multilingual settings. Therefore, a journal with foci
on applied linguistic matters will never run out of inputs and topics for its publication. The
present issue with contributions from writers of various nationalities and differing linguistic
backgrounds covers such articles on a variety of areas as reading habits, teacher questioning
types, error fossilization, tenor in spoken texts, performance tests, learners’ cognitive styles,
representation of gender, pragmatic competence, multi-channel learning, and specific
techniques in reading (“one stays the rest stray” and “lockstep”), plus two reviews on two
books entitled “Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design” and “Natural Language
Processing with Python.”

Noorizah Mohd. Noor examined reading habits and preferences of EFL graduate students at
the School of Language Studies and Linguistics, University Kebangsaan Malaysia, and came
to a conclusion that fostering reading habits among students was no easy task and that students
should be motivated to read different text types in EFL as both compulsory and elective
offerings. When exploring the questioning types used by teachers in the classroom, Kasih
Elisabet Roostini found that teachers tended to use incomplete questions too frequently and
suggested that teachers use display questions at higher levels. “Learner errors are an inevitable
sign of human fallibility,” said Endang Fauziati and she found as reported here that learners’
grammatical errors were dynamic and not fossilized and indicated that learners’ grammatical
errors were destabilizable through appropriate instruction. A discourse analysis was conducted
by Noeris Meiristiani on spoken texts in a year-12 English textbook from the point of view of
tenor of the interactants and found that there were some indications of inappropriacy of tenor
realization in the texts analyzed. Bill Glenny Wullur developed an English performance test
and concluded that the test had face, content, and concurrent validity, was reliable as
established by the internal consistency index, and was practical as indicated by well-patterned
distribution of scores of the pilot test.
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Mandana Yousefi investigated the relationship of Iranian EFL learners’ field dependence
cognitive styles and their listening comprehension ability, and found that there was a
statistically significant difference between field-dependent and field-independent learners’
performance on the listening tests with the field-dependent style showing a relatively
facilitative effect on this skill. Nadia Tiara Antik Sari employed the framework of critical
discourse analysis in revealing the representation of gender in a series of primary school
English textbooks and found that the books analyzed favored males over females. She
emphasized the importance of awareness of a balanced underlying ideology to build a better
attitude towards all aspects of life including gender. Ekaning Krisnawati argued for the
significance of inclusion of pragmatic instruction in the classroom in order for the learners to
develop their pragmatic competence naturally. Clara Herlina Karjo underlines the importance
of teachers’ effective teaching strategies, especially in big classes, in addition to that of
effective learners’ learning strategies. As indicated in her report, teachers and students had
different views with regard to strategies used in the classroom; therefore, efforts still need to
be made in making more effective all available tools and facilities for learning, especially the
use of discussion forums in Binus virtual programs. Tjahjaning Tingastuti Suryosuseno
showed that we could help students work on task, speak orally, recall knowledge, summarize
the passage and comprehend texts by using a teaching technique called “one stays the rest
stray,” which was found to be better than another technique called “lockstep.” The present
issue of the journal also includes two book reviews: one a review by Budi Hermawan of the
book entitled “Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design” and the other one by Ripan
Hermawan of the book entitled “Natural Language Processing with Python.”

We do hope readers of this first issue of Conaplin Journal find these rich and wide-ranging
articles and reviews useful for their academic, professional, pragmatic and practical purposes.

Fuad Abdul Hamied
Editorial Board Chair


